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ACTIVISTS RESPOND TO GREENPEACE'S 
CALL FOR ACTION AGAINST MCDONALD'S 


Before getting into the action reports, | would like to clear up some confusion and misinformation 
floating around about Greenpeace. Shortly after the last Ecomedia Bulletin was printed and distributed, 
Ecomedia Toronto received a call from a ‘leader’ of the Greenpeace Foundation Ltd.'s Toronto office. This 
person was outraged that we had put their name on a call for action which promoted violence. And he was 
outraged that Greenpeace (London), who called for the international day of action on World Food Day, Oct. 
16, were using the "Greenpeace" name, which he said they were using illegally, and that the name belonged 


to Greenpeace Ltd. 


After they had contacted their lawyers about the situation, | was convinced (coerced?) into 


sending a clarification letter to the Ecomedia Toronto mailing list, Special Delivery, 


at Greenpeace Ltd.'s 


expense. That cost was around $350. After receiving some information from Greenpeace (London), | feel 
now that | shouldn't have bothered to oblige Greenpeace Ltd. 

First of all, the leaflet entitled "Smash McDonald's Day” in the Bulletin may have suggested 
property damage, but certainly not violence. Secondly, according to the information | received from London, 
Greenpeace (London) was founded in 1970 by individuals involved in the War Resisters International and 
Peace News. It wasn't until 1977 that Greenpeace Ltd. established their office in England. 

So for all of you who received the Special Delivery letter in the mail and didn't quite understand why, 
now you do. And for all of you who donate to Greenpeace Ltd., know now how your money is being wasted 
(as is usually the case with centralized, hierarchical organizations). And as for the Greenpeace Foundation 
Ltd., take a fucking valium and smarten-up!! For more info on Greenpeace (London), rainforests, and 


McDonald's, 
England, or to us here at Ecomedia. 


Report From Guelph, Ont. 


Here in Guelph a group of concerned 
individuals got together to act on Greenpeace's 
mandate. However, being anti-authoritarians, they 
decided to go about it in their own way. The goal set 
was to protest through education. Leaflets were 
printed up and handed out to the public at the Guelph 
McDonald's restaurants. It was felt that this would be 
an ultimately more beneficial tactic than direct action; 
more people would understand the situation. (This is 
still ‘direct action'!-Ed.) 

The protest and its aims were announced on 
the local campus station, CFRU. Leafletters were 
pleased with the public's response; many people 
entering the drive-through did just that (drove 
through) after glancing at the information (without 
purchasing anything of course). Many pedestrians 
were also turned away. Needless to say, McDonald's 
was furious. The police were called and all of the 
protesters were banned from the area, except for one 
who was smart enough not to succumb to intimidation 
and give his name. The day's event was followed-up 
by a debate at the University of Guelph on the'global - 
food situation. 


send a donation to cover costs to Green 


i 


peace (london) at 5 Caledonian Rd., London N.1,., 


Toronto Actions 


On the morning of Oct. 17, Ecomedia- 
Toronto received a phone call at radio station CKLN 
just before going on air. This was followed-up by two 
action reports mailed in. From the information 
received, it appears that two groups worked together 
in co-ordinated campaigns. One group, Direct 
McAction(!), worked during the day while the Animal 
Liberation Front worked at night. 

Five McDonald's were hit by Direct McAction 
in downtown Toronto. The actions included stink 
bombs, paint bombs, and the pulling of fire alarms. 
They left a statement at each place which read: 


McMURDER į 

McDonald's is directly responsible for the 
destruction of tropical rainforests upon which we 
depend for the air we breathe. Rainforests are cleared 
at the rate of 15,000 acres per day causing the 
extinction of one species per day. At this rate, 
rainforests and all the life within them will be 
completely destroyed within 15 years. 


McDonald's is also directly responsible for 
the torture and murder of untold millions of animals for 
mass consumption. The results of their production 
cause starvation worldwide for millions of humans. 
Not to mention the non-existant nutritional value of 
their food, and the alarming rate of heart disease and 
cancer in direct relation to the consumption of meat 
and high sodium intake. 

We are disrupting business as usual today, 
"WORLD FOOD DAY” because the urgency of the 
situation requires an immediate solution. 

WE WONT STOP UNTIL YOU DO! 


The ALF attacked four McDonald's with 
spraypainted slogans. They read "McDeath", 
"McScum"”, "Meat Is Murder”, and "ALF". 

A seperate ALF group called in a bomb threat 
to "McDeathburger” headquarters in Toronto, the 
result of which is unknown. 


ONTARIO FUR STORE 
FIRE-BOMBED 


; A fur store in London, Ont. -The Fur 
Boutique- was fire-bombed on Oct. 23. The action, as 
yet unclaimed (officially) by any group, is believed to 
be the first fire-bombing of an animal exploiter in 
Canada. Fire-bombings occur with much more 

` frequency in England. 

The store sustained $1200 damage, 
according to an article in the London Free Press. The 
article went on to say that fur stores in the London 
area have been targetted before with rubber cement in 
their locks and paint on their walls. 

One furrier says that their is no doubt these 
actions are the work of the animal liberation 
movement, and says that "they want to make us as 
unhappy as they can.” He failed to mention, of 
course, of the misery, suffering and eventual death of 
the millions of animals exploited in the fur industry, 
which are caused to satisfy humans’ greed, egos, and 
vanity. 


90% OF PEOPLE WOULD STEAL 


According to the Hudson Bay's chief of 
security, Ron Moss, 10% of department store 
customers shoplift and another 80% would if the 
circumstances were right. He said in a talk to high 
school students that shoplifters take $1 million worth 
of goods across Canada every day, $100,000 of 
which comes from Toronto. 

He said that his staff had caught 8000 
` people already this year, and asks: "Can you be sure 
that mirror you're looking into is only a mirror and not a 
two-way window with a security guard on one side?” 


-Toronto Star ae 


ALF TORONTO PRESS RELEASE 


Sometime in September a small group of 
friends who have been active in animal liberation have 
joined together in Toronto as an Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) cell. We carry out actions against 
McDonald's, BurgerKing, Wendy's, Harvey's, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken's, as well as various 
butchers, furriers, and slaughterhouses. 

The actions are either spraypainting the 
buildings and property or smashing windows or both. 
We try to get together at least once a week and we 
have averaged lately anywhere from five to twelve 
targets in one night. Compared to England's average 
of 40 actions per week, we feel pretty good about our 
efforts. We will try to keep the various media updated 
on our actions. 

. in the early morning of November 5th we 
attacked 2 McDonald's, 1 BurgerKing, a Kentucky 
Fried Chicken and a butcher. The week prior we hit a 
total of 12 targets - our largest yet in a single night! 
Most of those included window smashing with either 
the use of rocks or a slingshot. 

We don't plan to stop with these small 
actions (or what some would consider as small), but 
we plan to increase and broaden our range of both 
targets and tactics. Patience, time and practice are 
all it takes! 


-(Another) ALF Toronto Cell 


STINK BOMB OFFENCE 
OUTDATED 


The Law Reform Commission of Canada says 
that the stink bomb offence, among others, will be 
taken off the Criminal Code when they reveal new 
proposals. Currently, the offence named "Offensive 
Volatile Substance” states that “everyone who in a 
public place deposits or throws a stink bomb is guilty 
of a offence punishable by a $500 fine and six months 
in jail.” 

Justice Alllen Linden said in an interview that 
criminal offences are "real crimes, serious violations 
of social values and social norms that cause harms to 
individuals and the community. It shouldn't just be 
every little thing that people don't like that should be 
outlawed in the code.” 

Earlier this year an animal rights activist was 
convicted and sentenced to six days in jail for throw- 
ing a stink bomb into an awards dinner for vivisectors. ` 
The protester was acquited of the charge on appeal. 

-Toronto Star 


Ecomedia News reports can be 
heard on Toronto's alternative radio 
CKLN 88.1 FM on Tuesday and 
Friday on Newswave, -llam_ - 
noon, and on Wednesday at 4pm.] 


DIRECT ACTION NETWORK 
STOPS URANIUM SHIPMENTS 


A series of occupations, demonstrations and 
civil disobedience actions organized by the Direct 
Action Network Against Nuclear and Military Racism 
has caused South African representatives of Rio 
Tinto Zinc Ltd., a British Crown corporation which 
mines uranium from South Africa and occupied 
Namibia, to stop uranium shipments through the port 
of Montreal and to look for another shipping company 
to transport them into Canada. 

At this point it is unclear whether the 
decision to stop doing business was made by 
Christensen Canadian-Africa Lines (CCAL), a 
Norwegian-based company, or by Rio Tinto Zinc. 
Peter Senton, Senior Vice-President of CCAL's North 
American agent, March Shipping Ltd., is “under the 
impression that the decision was made by CCAL 
itself", whereas David Baumann, CCAL's Canadian 
representative says that "we got very close to making 
that decision, but it was made for us by our suppliers 
because of problems it (protests) was causing us.” 

Uranium arriving in Montreal is taken by truck 
or Canadian Pacific Railway to Port Hope, where it is 
proces-sed by Eldorado Nuclear, a Canadian Crown 
corporation. 

A concerted campaign to stop Namibian 
uranium shipments to Canada began after the April 
1986 founding of the Direct Action Network. 
Composed of five affinity groups, including a women's 
group and a gay/lesbian group, the Network has been 
doing non-violent direct actions on about a monthly 
basis. In 1979, Greenpeace Ltd. discovered which 
ships were transporting uranium into Canada, allowing 
the Network to accurately predict and publicize 
arrivals. Although pleased with the recent 
announcement, members of the Network consider it a 
partial victory because Rio Tinto’s contract with 
Eldorado Nuclear remains intact and presumably 
alternate shipping possibilities are being looked into. 
New shipping arrangements would entail a good 
chance of them being kept secret because Eldorado 
Nuclear, as a Crown corporation, is not required to 
divulge secrets under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Members of the Network stress the 
interconnectedness of different forms of oppression, 
and that they should not be considered uniquely an 
anti-apartheid group. Activities against Namibian 
uranium shipments will continue but actions 
concerning a broader range of issues can be 
expected in the near future. 

To contact them, you can write to: Network, 
211 Milton St., Montreal, P.Q. H2X 1V5 Canada. 

-Ecomedia Montreal 


POLICE ROB DIRECT ACTION 


Three members of the Vancouver Five were 
not able to recover more than $13,000. taken from 
them during searches of their homes and storage 
areas when they were arrested in Jan. 1983. Justice 
Samuel Toy, the same judge who tried and sentenced 
them, said the matter should be pursued in a civil 
court, even though the money was paid by police 
“without lawful authority” to an insurance company. 

-Canadian Press 


MORE RECRUITS NEEDED TO 
KEEP US IN NUCLEAR WAR 


Former mobile commander Lt.-General 
Charles Belzile told the Canadian Institute of 
Strategic Studies on Nov. 7 that Canada should triple 
its reserve forces, bringing the total numbers from 
23,000 to 70,000. He said that to attract recruits, 
wages should be raised and proper equipment 
provided "to make the training more realistic.” The 
reason given was that after the first month of the next 
world war, the 83,000-man regular forces would be 
“severely depleted” by an estimated 15,000 deaths. 
Mass-mobilized conscripts could be rush-trained 
within four months and factories could be put on 
wartime production. Doesn't it all sound so exciting! 
Someone should stick a grenade in this guys mouth! 

-Toronto Sun(Scum) 


NUCLEAR WAR HANDBOOK 


A new 95-page handbook on nuclear war 
survival has just been issued by Emergency Planning 
Canada, a division of Public Works Canada. This book 
tells you how to build your very own fallout shelter 
from wading pools, waterbeds, bookcases, shower 
curtains and doors, among other household items. It 
also provides a list of games and puzzles for you to 
play while waiting out the nuclear attack! 

The introduction states: "The possibility of a 
nuclear war is a fact of 20th century life. Planning for 
the protection of yourself and your family in case 
such a catastrophe happens is not morbid; it is 
prudent.” 

140,000 copies have been printed for 
distribution, 8,000 of which were requested by the 
U.S. government. 

-Canadian Press 


, the 


the Ecomedia-Toronto Bulletin. 


are also requested. 


ANARCHISTS TO CELEBRATE 
WINTER SOLSTICE DEC. 22 


Toronto anarchists and friends are invited to 
help celebrate a “grey slushy christmas" and the 
Winter Solstice on December 22 at the 519 Church St. 
Community Centre. The event, which is being 
organized by The Anarchist Circle, will include a 
vegan dinner (bring fruit, bread, etc. to help it along) 
and will be followed by short presentations and 
informal discussion on herbal remedies and pagan 
traditions and rituals around the Solstice. 

The evening will be followed by, weather 
permit-ting, a short walk to a steep decline at nearby 
Riverdale park, where you can show off on your sled 
or on a provided surface that's guarranteed to take 
you down the hill! More info is available from 
Ecomedia, or by calling 947-0808. 


RCMP TO PAY 'PUNKER' 
FOR FALSE ARREST 


On Nov: 13, a Toronto ‘punker’ was awarded 
$2,500 in damages after being wrongfully arrested for 
drugs in Ottawa six years ago. The ruling came from 
the Federal Court of Appeal, which increased a lower 
court's ruling of only $360 in damages. 

The incident involved Matthew Buck, who 
was picking up his pay cheque at the National Arts 
Centre in Ottawa when police dragged him out and 
searched him. Not finding anything they ridiculed him 
(he had an orange mohawk at the time) and told him to 
“fuck off” instead of apologizing to him. 

The award is a precedent in terms of size, 
and defense lawyer Lawrence Greenspon said that 
"police should know now that it's going to cost their 
superiors if they act the way thay did with Matthew 
Buck.” 


-Canadian Press ~, 


The Ecomedia Network is an activist/anti-authoritarian/anarchist 'wire' service. It is an alternative to 
the mainstream media which ignore the relevant actions and news. Ecomedia is intended for use 
by radical and alternative papers and radio, and for distribution at rallies, bookstores, etc. All 
Ecomedia offices are autonomous and decentralized. The Toronto office is loosely affiliated with [ 


Information on these projects is available on request. In Toronto, Ecomedia reports are read on a 
local alternative radio station - CKLN 88.1 FM - and are sent out by mail and distributed monthly in 


Publications: Sources of articles are either Ecomedia-Toronto, or whatever is listed at the end of 
articles. An occasional listing of our address would be appreciated. 

Distributors: Please make as many photocopies of the Bulletin as possible for free distribution (or 
for your costs) in bookstores, in mailings, at rallies, and at gatherings, etc. 

For those of you who find this service useful, please consider helping to pay for printing and 
postage costs. The subscription rate is $10/year: Comments and suggestions about Ecomedia 


, and the Anti-Authoritarian News Network. 


PRINTER CENSORS 
ANARCHIST MAGAZINES 


The new combined issue of Reality Now and 
Dissident News is now out and available from 
Ecomedia (send $2) or at your local bookstore. It 
didn't come out without problems though. It was taken 
to Weller's Publishing on Bloor St. W. in Toronto for 
printing, and was rejected for containing what Mr. 
Weller called a “sexually perverse” article. This 
article, "Genital and Sexual Mutilation of Womyn’ is a 
factual article and does not suggest anything else. 
The publisher also found a "Fuck School" article to be 
offensive, even though he published a similar and 
larger article previously. 

In a telephone interview, Weller thought that 
"reality is offensive", and he refused to read the 
editorial of the magazine or co-operate in any way. 
When it was suggested that those articles he found 
offensive could be replaced, he wasn't interested. He 
did not want to print the magazine, period. He said 
that he feared a visit from the morality squad! One 
has to wonder if he did not already receive a visit from 
them or some other police prior to the magazine 
arriving at his shop. 

Many progressive and anarchist publications 
do business with Weller's because they are cheap. 
The publishers of Reality Now and Dissident News say 
that there are cheaper places if you shop around, and 
are asking that those who do print at Weller's not to, 
as Weller's practices a censorship policy. 


ANTI-SCHOOL ACTION 


Two youths, aged 11 and 14, were picked up 
by police for setting their school on fire on Nov. 12. 
The blaze caused $300,000 damage and destroyed 
one third of Orchard Park school in Orillia, including 
some computers. The 14-year-old was charged with 
breaking and entering and arson, while the 11-year- 
old cannot be charged because he is under 12. 
-Toronto Star 


